
Ivanovka Guesthouse was established nine years ago by John & Tanya Howarth and is an 

internationally well-known and well respected guesthouse which features in TripAdvisor, Lonely 

Planet and various other travel guides.  In 2017, the ownership has passed to UAFA to be run as 

a Social Enterprise – in order to sustain UAFA’s work with children with special needs in 

Azerbaijan 

Ivanovka 

Guesthouse 



 

Weekend Tour – Ivanovka/Gabala/Lahij/Shamakha 

 
 

Friday 

16.00  Pick up in Baku (or after work, depending on group size/coordination) 

  Drive to Ivanovka Guesthouse 

19.00  3 course evening meal 

  

Ivanovka was established as one of many collective farms across the FSU in the nineteenth century by the 

Russian Molokans who had been resettled to the southern frontiers of the Russian empire for not 

conforming with the customs of the Russian Orthodox Church. They came to Azerbaijan on foot, many 

stopping along the way to found settlements elsewhere, with others dying from disease and hardship. Over 

time, they established one of the most successful ‘kolkhoz’ (collective farms) ever, under the leadership of 

Nikolay Vasiliyevich Nikitin.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Today, it is one of the last kolkhoz existing, and continues to function as 

a large farming community, as well as an interesting visit on the tourist 

trail. The area is beautiful, rolling hills and lakes, under the gaze of the 

Caucasus Mountains. The local inhabitants, about 3000 in number, are 

native Russian speakers. 
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Saturday 

09.00  Full English breakfast or continental breakfast 

10:00  Travel to Gabala area for sight-seeing 

  

This is a 60 kilometre drive. On the way we will stop at the ‘Seven Beauties’ waterfall. The Seven Beauties 

were represented in a poem by Nizami Ganjavi, an ancient poet of Azerbaijan, a tale of seven stages of love. 

We will then go to the ancient ruins of the Caucasian Albania, Ancient Gabala, about 15 km from the present 

day Gabala city. Ancient Gabala was an important centre of culture, politics and commerce. A light lunch will 

follow at a local restaurant.  

  

Return to Ivanovka Guesthouse  

 

Rest, walk around the town 

  

17.00-18.00 Ivanovka singing group 

19.00  3 course evening meal  
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Sunday 

09.00  Full English breakfast or continental breakfast 

10.00  Leave for Lahic 

  

This is a UNESCO protected village south of Ivanovka which is famous for its copper making and leather 

work. It is located approximately 50 minutes from the village and the journey up the mountain to the village is 

breathtaking.  This is one of the main tourist destinations in Azerbaijan. 

  

We will stop on the way back to Baku in the city of Shamakha. Shamakha was the capital of the great 

ancient state of Shirvan. You will see the tombs of the rulers of Shirvan (18th Century), the mausoleum of Diri 

Baba (15th Century) followed by a light Azeri lunch at a local restaurant. 

  

1600-1700 Arrive in Baku 

  

Price per person: 200AZN all inclusive 

Travel by 8-seater Mercedes Vito 

Tel: 055 214 8222   Email: info@ivanovkaguesthouse.com 
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